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Rice County’s new assistive voting devices ready for special election
New Minnesota-made assistive marking devices will be in place for most precincts* by the
time Rice County residents head to the polls, Tuesday, May 24 for the special 1st
Congressional District election.
The federal government requires
devices that meet Americans with
Disabilities Act requirements –
including the OmniBallot tablets
purchased by Rice County – to be
located in polling places with more than
500 registered voters during township
elections, and all polling places during
state and federal elections.
While ADA accessible, the devices are
available to any voter making a request.
The technology meets ADA requirements, but can be used by any voter who
Voters simply place their paper ballot
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into the attached printer and make their
selection(s) on the tablet. Once the voter reviews their ballot and selects “Accept” on the device’s screen,
the printer marks the ballot, which is then ready to go into the ballot counter.
The devices will be set up to ensure privacy when voting and placed on tables that allow wheelchairs to
slide underneath them. They are hardened tables that do not access the internet and do not calculate vote
totals.
The tablets allow voters to:
• Zoom in or out, making text larger or smaller
• Use headphones to listen to voting instructions and lists of candidates for each office on the ballot
• Adjust the speed at which the speaker is talking
• Select a white screen with black lettering or a white screen with black lettering
• Use Braille to aid them in making their selections
The system ensures that the voter doesn’t choose more candidates per race than permitted, that the ballot
is legible, and in primary races, that they vote only within their selected party. Voters can use the keypad or
touch screen to add write-in candidates.
The 33 machines, will replace devices purchased in 2006 that are years beyond their lifespan, are about a
third the weight of their predecessors, making them much easier to transport. The cost for the new devices
is $152,328. To help defray costs, the county has applied for $76,164 in federal grant money. It expects to
submit a second request, this time to the U.S. Election Assistance Commission, for another $34,983.
The machines will be available for public display weekdays from Thursday, March 24 to Monday, May 23 at
the Rice County Government Services Building, 320 Third St., Faribault.
*Due to supply chain issue, the full inventory of machines will not be available, so the city of Faribault will
still utilize the AutoMark assistive marking devices for the May 24 special election primary.

The special election is needed to replace the late Congressman Jim Hagedorn who died Feb. 17, 2022. In the
primary, the top vote-getter in each party will move to the Aug. 9 special election. The winner of that
election will serve the remainder of Hagedorn’s term, which runs through Jan. 3, 2023.

Contact:
Denise Anderson, Property Tax Administrator and Elections Director
danderson@co.rice.mn.us
507-332-6104
Suzy Rook, Communications Coordinator
srook@co.rice.mn.us
507-384-6509

