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1.0 INTRODUCTION

County State Aid Highway (CSAH 1) is a Rural Major Collector roadway in Rice County that provides
east-west travel within the northern portion of county. It connects the cities of Dundas and Northfield
with I-35 as well as TH 3 and TH 246. The roadway currently has an Average Daily Traffic (ADT)
volume of 2300 vehicles between Dundas and I-35 and 3700 vehicles per day between TH 3 and

TH 246. CSAH 1 is located approximately 3 miles south of and generally runs parallel with TH 19.

The 2025 Rice County Transportation Plan identified several deficiencies in the existing CSAH 1
corridor including:

e Lack of Continuity Through Dundas

e High Crash Rate West of Dundas

e Increasing Travel Demand Due to Growth of Dundas and Northfield

As aresult, Rice County in cooperation with the surrounding communities of Dundas, Northfield,
Bridgewater Township, and Northfield Township, along with the Minnesota Department of
Transportation (Mn/DOT) initiated a Corridor Preservation Study that would identify and evaluate
potential new alignment solutions to these deficiencies.

1.1 BACKGROUND

The Cities of Dundas and Northfield are located in the northeastern portion of Rice County,
approximately 45 miles south of Minneapolis/St. Paul. These communities are experiencing population
growth relative to their proximity to the Twin Cities Metropolitan area. The City of Northfield has an
estimated population of more than 18,000, including nearly 5000 college students. The City of
Northfield anticipates continued population growth resulting in an estimated population of 23,000 by
2020. The City of Dundas has an estimated population exceeding 750 and anticipates continued growth
resulting in an estimated population of more than 5,000 by 2020.

TH 19 and CSAH 1 are two primary corridors =
connecting these communities with Interstate 35. As a

An improved CSAH 1

result of the anticipated growth of these communities, corridor through the Cities of
improvements to both these corridor will be necessary .
to accommodate higher traffic volumes, enhance Dundas and Northfield would

roadway safety and mobility, and preserve livability of

, establish a continuous
the area. The 2025 Rice County Transportation Plan ' ’

identifies CSAH 1 as a future Minor Arterial roadway. regional connection between
The County’s Plan recognizes the regional benefit
CSAH 1 could have to the communities of Dundas and I-35 and TH 52.

Northfield as well as areas to the east. .

The current alignment of CSAH 1 through the City of Dundas includes three intersections where a right
or left turn is required to continue on CSAH 1. While this alignment adequately serves low volume,
local traffic, it will not serve the anticipated higher traffic volumes without substantial impacts on
roadway safety and mobility performance and the community. The traffic volume on this portion of the
corridor has more than doubled from the 1600 vehicles per day measured in 2001 and to 3350 vehicles
per day in 2005. According to traffic projections in the 2025 Rice County Transportation Plan, traffic
volumes through downtown Dundas are expected to approach 10,000 vehicles per day by 2025 as a
result of the expected population and employment growth of the communities. Expansion of this
corridor is problematic due to limited right-of-way, proximity of historic properties in downtown
Dundas, and the right angle turns necessary for through movements. The existing CSAH 1 alignment
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